Torleif Severin Knaphus

Fodt (born) 14 Dec., 1881 – Vats, Rogaland, Norway

Dod (died) 14 June, 1965 – Salt Lake City, Utah, USA
Torleif was born and grew up amid these beautiful surroundings here in Knapphus.  His love of Norway and his family, who stayed here, were always in his heart.
He became a talented artist and sculptor.  One of his most famous statues is a greater-than-life-size depiction of the “Handcart Pioneers” who, between 1856 and 1860 AD, walked over 1,300 miles to the Salt Lake Valley in the western mountains of the U.S.A.  A smaller depiction of the statue is on this monument.  Like the handcart pioneers, Torleif followed the pilgrimage to Utah to practice their religion with other members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons).

Some major events in Torleif’s life include:

1881 – Born to Lars Larsen Slattenaa Knaphus and Liva Sakariasen Alfseike 



Lars and Liva cultivated and improved the farmland here. (They raised 7 children)

At age:

  8 - Torleif drew pictures of community leaders; carved birds in wood

15 - Started house and furniture painting apprenticeship in Haugesund and Olen 

17 - Went to sea as a merchant seaman between England and Iceland shipping coal and fish

19 - Returned from the sea; he was athletic and won: 1st place in swimming; 1st place in javelin throwing; 


1st place in discus; 1st in hammer shot; 2nd place in high jump; represented Haugesand in 


Stavanger and won 2nd place in spear throwing for all of Western Norway.

20 - Studied art in Kristiana (Oslo) at the King’s Drawing and Art School for two years.

21 - Baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons)


22 - Emigrated to the United States of America; painted homes and decorative buildings 

27 - Married Emelia (Millie) Helena Christensen (They raised 8 children)

30 - His brother Andrew came to America and married Torleif’s wife’s sister Myrtle

31 - Studied art in Paris, France for 1½ years; studied for ½ year in New York and Chicago on his way back

32 - Won 1st place for a sculpture at the Exhibition Ulinac in Paris

40 - Designed and made the oxen for the baptismal font for the Canadian LDS Temple; Sculpted the "Christ 

with the Woman at the Well" frieze

42 - Created the smaller “Handcart Pioneers” statue

47 - Sculpted the “Angel Moroni” for the Washington, DC Stake Center; a copy is on the Boston Temple

49 - Wife Millie died 

53 - Finished “Angel Moroni Monument” on Hill Cumorah in Palmyra, New York
58 - Married Rebecca Marie Jacobson (They raised 6 children)

65 - Completed the larger-than-life size “Handcart Pioneers” statue

66 - Sculpted the “Joseph Smith receiving the Gold Plates” monument


            
Sculpted and painted many other fine art pieces until his death.

1965 – Died at age 83

Besides his beliefs in Jesus Christ, his love of family, and his artwork, Torleif loved to research his ancestors in Norway.  He was able to trace some of his lineage to the 1100’s – one royal line is documented to King Harold of Jynland (born about 840 AD). Torleif and his religion believe that “Families are Forever” and “Love is Eternal”.

Torleif's family in America gratefully gives this artwork to the community where he was born and 

thanks Jarl Sjurseike for the creation of this park and memorial in the year 2003 AD. 


